
Lee Backyard 

Farming Initiative 

Sponsored by the Lee Agricultural 
Commission, Lee Sustainability 

Committee, the Friends of the Lee Public 
Library, the Lee Public Library and the 

Lee Conservation Commission

Welcomes You To

2026

ANIMALS IN 
YOUR YARD

Join us to find out more!

Refreshments for all four programs 
will be provided by our Sponsors!

Join us every 4th Wednesday  from 
6 – 7:30 pm, from January through 
April for Lee Backyard Farming Fun! 

Call or email the Lee Public Library for 
further details, or to sign up!

leelibrary@comcast.net
603-659-2626

SAVE THE DATES 

When and Where?

Programs will be held in the
Old Town Hall, 7 Mast Road, Lee

Jan - April

During these programs we will talk about 
Birds, Bees & Pollinators, Domestic & 
Wild Animals, Children in the Yard, 

Wildlife Pests, Good Fences Make Good 
Neighbors, Legal Responsibilities and 

Liability and much, much more… 

Please bring your insights for 
discussion! 

Our presenters, the Friends of Lee Public 
Library, the Lee Agricultural Commission, 
the Lee Sustainability Committee, the Lee 

Conservation Commission and the Lee 
Public Library! 

Special thanks go out to… 

WILD & DOMESTIC… 
INCLUDING CHILDREN!

– Children: Benefits of An Active Backyard 

– Domestic Animals in your Backyard

– Wild Animals

– Wildlife Pests

1/28

2/25

3/25

4/22

Looking for an 
interesting read… 
Try one of these! 

• Last Child in the Woods by Richard Louv

• Wildscape by Nancy Lawson

• The Age of Deer: Trouble and Kinship 
with our Wild Neighbors by Erika 
Howsare

• Braiding Sweetgrass — Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

• Raising Hare: A Memoir of Coexisting 
With a Wild Animal by Chloe Dalton

• An Immense World by Ed Yong

• Eavesdropping on Animals by George 
Bumann & Jon Young

• The Nature Fix by Florence Williams

• The Serviceberry by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer

• A Kid’s Guide to Backyard Animals by 
Eliza Berkowitz

• Backyard Homesteading : A Back-To-
Basics Guide For Self-Sufficiency by David 
Toht

• Barnyard in your backyard : a beginner's 
guide to raising chickens, ducks, geese, 
rabbits, goats, sheep, and cattle, by 
contributing authors, Gail Damerow 
North Adams & Storey Books Publishing

• To Boldly Grow : Finding Joy, Adventure, 
And Dinner In Your Own Backyard by 
Tamar Ha

• What The Chicken Knows : A New 
Appreciation Of The World's Most 
Familiar Birdspel by Sy Montgomery



January 28th 2026 

February 25th 2026 

March 25th 2026

Children: The Benefits of An Active 
Backyard for Your Child

Domestic Animals 
in your Backyard

Wild Animals

Refreshments will be provided 
by the Friends of the Lee Public 
Library, The Lee Conservation 

Commission & the Lee 
Agricultural Commission!

FUN FACTS FROM CHATGPT!

Rabbits can turn their ears independently to 
listen in two directions at once.
Raccoons’ super-sensitive paws work best 
when wet—they can “feel” what objects are even 
without seeing them.
Foxes use the Earth’s magnetic field like a 
built-in compass when hunting, especially when 
pouncing into snow.
Only female mosquitoes bite—and they don’t 
do it for food. They actually need the protein 
from blood to help develop their eggs. Both

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that chickens recognize and 
remember over 100 different faces—both 
human and chicken? That means your backyard 
flock can actually tell you apart 

from other people and might 
even come running when they 
see you coming with treats!

April 22nd 2026 

Wildlife Pests

Donna-Lee Woods, the very lively proprietor of Hickory 
Nut Farm in Lee, is excited to bring a little barnyard 
magic to the community! Hickory Nut Farm has been 
thriving for 25 years and is home to a cheerful mix of 
dairy goats, colorful chickens, and even a resident 
donkey with plenty of personality. Using fresh goat’s 
milk, the farm creates everything from cave-aged 
cheeses and “yogoatgurt” to fudge, waddle syrup, and 
goat-milk soap.

Join Donna-Lee as she shares the joys, surprises, and 
everyday adventures of keeping domestic backyard 
animals. Whether you’re curious about goats, 

Deer can detect danger with their super-
powered ears—each one can rotate nearly 180

degrees! They move their ears like 
little radar dishes to zero in on 
sounds, which helps them pick up 
predators (or people) long before 
they’re seen.

male and female mosquitoes 
normally drink nectar, making them 
very tiny and unexpected pollinators!

In this program we will meet Jessica Whalen, who  was 
named 2026 Teacher of the Year by New Hampshire 
Agriculture in the classroom, a state- level recognition 

program offered in partnership with 
the University of New Hampshire 
(UNH) Extension’s 4-H program.

dreaming of donkeys, or just love learning 
about farm life, she’s got wonderful stories 
and practical tips to share!

Matt Rowell is no stranger to domestic 
animals—especially the feathered kind. 

His backyard is basically a tiny chicken metropolis, 
complete with clucking, pecking, and the occasional 
dramatic squawk. As the proud human of a flock of 
chickens, Matt has collected plenty of funny stories, 
unexpected lessons, and egg-cellent wisdom he’s ready 
to share.

An active backyard gives children the freedom to move, 
explore, and imagine. Climbing, digging, building, and 
observing nature support physical development, 
creativity, and problem-solving skills. From bug hunts 
to backyard obstacle courses, outdoor play turns 
learning into an adventure—one muddy shoe at a time.

We will also enjoy input from Kathren Wallock of 4H 
and Sarah Curtin of Moharimet Elementary School! 

This month, we’re delighted to introduce Chris Heath, 
the fearless owner and operator of Heaths Wildlife 
Service—part wildlife whisperer, part home-detective, 
part handy hero. With seven years of hands-on 
experience (and probably a few unforgettable raccoon 
standoffs), plus a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental 
Biology and a minor in Wildlife Studies, Chris knows his 
critters. But wait—there’s more! Chris also brings 
carpentry and construction know-how to the party, 
which means he understands not only which animals are 
sneaking into your house, but how they’re getting in 
(spoiler: they’re clever). This unique combo allows him 
to track furry intruders, repair the damage they leave 
behind, tidy up after their unauthorized house parties, 
and even install chimney caps to keep future guests out. 

From mischievous wildlife pests to 
eyebrow-raising encounters, Chris 
has a treasure trove of stories that 
are equal parts educational and 
laugh-out-loud entertaining. Come 
ready to learn—and to giggle.

Your backyard may look peaceful, but don’t be fooled —
it’s a bustling wildlife hotspot! By day, birds are 
gossiping in the trees; by night, raccoons are holding 
highly organized snack missions. Whether you’ve 
spotted a bold fox, a curious skunk, or a squirrel who 
seems a little too confident, you’re already sharing your 
space with some fascinating wild neighbors. 

Helping us uncover the secrets of these curious critters 
are two local experts. Don Quigley, retired Professor of 
Forest Technology at the University of New 
Hampshire’s Thompson School of Applied Sciences, 
licensed NH Professional Forester, and owner of a 44-
acre Certified Tree Farm in Lee, will share insights into 
the larger wildlife roaming our yards. Joining him is 
Alan Eaton, Former Entomology & IPM State Specialist, 
Emeritus—our guide to the six-legged (and sometimes. 
eight-legged) neighbors quietly 
running the backyard behind the scenes.
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